: An EXPRESS fromthe KNIGHTS and GENTLEMEN now engaged with Sir GEORGE BOOTH; 0 
YN To the CITY and CITIZENS of LONDON, Andall other Free-men of ENG LAND. :% 

Worthy Citizens and all other onr Engliſh Free-men and Brethren, | =_ 
bo S we arc Engliſh-men we arc all incorporated into one Body, and though diftin& and different Families, Fortunes, and Qualities , yet Fellow Members and. A 
wy A Coheires of = and th: ſam? Birthright ; not only by ature, as we are .- bes of men, (nature obliging all in one Common and Los! Eond of Freedome 
M41 Unity, ) but by certain: ſacred Laws and Cujtomes of peculiar and inherent Right to this Nation 3 generall, equell, and impartiall to all , without reſet - 

\F of Perſons, Rank, Quility, or Degree ; derived through all ſucceſlions of Ages , by the Blood, Juſtice and Prudence of our fore-F athers to us their poſterity, - 
| 2s Ours, and the Right of our Children after us, not Difinberitable : Though this Age were wholly made up of Apoſtates and Traytors to Common Julticeand © 
& Freedom, and ſhoald make ſale of, and deliver up their Children as Slaves and Vaſſails, yet Engliſh Right abideth, towit our Juſt Lawes and Liberties, and may Juftly be 
1 reinforced as Opportunity may preſent ; Sometime they Sleep but never Dye, their totall Extinguiſhment is not to be IN ſo long as any Engliſh-mar or Englifh- 
” Sloodabideth : and whoever undertaketh , (though by Armes or otherwiſe) their Recovery and Redemption io Oey d in that very Adton by the Laws of God, of _. 
* Nations, Nature, Reaſon, and by the Laws of the Land , and within the Bowels of our Nation amongſt our ſelves no War can be juftifyed, but that Score, the 
= contrary is Scdition, Murder, Treaſon, Tyranny and what not, and the Inftruments thereof no other in the Eye of Engliſh Freedom and Kieh, but as Bears, | 
- Woolyes, and other Beaſts of Prey. | ? | | <f 
Now right Worthy and Noble Citizzns, and all other our Engliſh Brethren, let ys confider and lay to heart the Sad and Deplorable condition of our native - 
| Countrey : Opprefſion, Injuftice, and Tyranny raigneth ; Diviton , Diſcord and Difimulatioa fomented and foſtered; Trade and Induftry diſcouraged, onr Land © 
Tent into Partics and Faftiqng , and the Common Band of Unity CancePd , our Fundamentall Laws ſupplanted, High Conrts of. Juſtice hniroduced , the Bloodof © 
War ſhed in times of Peace; Arbitrary and I!]:gall Impriſonments, Pattents , Monopolics , Exciſe , _ other Payments brought upon us, and continued contrary . © 
to Magna Charte, and the Pctition of Right ; no forme or face of Government on Englf Conſtitution amongſt us 3 the name and Authority of the People in - 

Parliament Uſurped and Abuſed, and the Stam? thereof put upon Strange and Prodigious Aﬀtions , Vexing aud Oppreſling the People with day] Changes and 

& Alterations in Government , as the intereſt of ſome Few Ambitious Grandeegglter,and change , or get Advantages one of another , and all under the Name ofa 
| Common-wealth , when as the Nature is not praftiſed or intended at all, it being utterly inconfiſtent with their very Temper and Intereſt ; they are wrapt up and _ © 
* compounded of nothing but Guilt, Blood and Tyranny 3 and Equall and Conimon Juſtice (the Ffſence of a Common-wealth) are utterly repugnant thereto; and 

* whatſoever they can doe mutt be Planted and Maintained by Sword and Violence againſt the very Heart and Sence of the Nation 3 and they know not where nor 
” how to centrean Oligarchy or ſomething they would have to be Maſters of the People , and Perpetuate their Power and T » and therefore would Amaze 

* and Confound us with their New Debates of a Corrdinate Power or Senate for Life, ſuch as our Engliſh Lawes and Liberties know not of, and GY 

* ſequence to this Nation ; So that from theſe men that thus hanile the Sterne at Weſtminſter, there is no expe&ation of any Juſt Settlement of Peace or freedom from _ 
| Oppreſſion ; eſpecially conſidering the Apoſtacy, Hypocrifie, Deceipt and Perjury of thoſe Men, their manifold Solcmne Engagement, Oaths, Vows, Froteſtariors, _ 

- Appeales unto Heaven , Promiſes , Remonſtrances , Declarations all by them broken again and again, never keeping Faith , Truce or-Oath,, being Unbkounded, - 
Unlimited, Certain fo nothing , not to be held either by the Law of God , of Many, of Conſcience or Reaſon; An4 from ſuch Perſons . in Government good.Lord * 
* deliver ns, and all the good people in England ; and that all this is true of them, your Conſciences Noble Citizens, and all other the Free People of England can witneſs, - 

there is no Tongue , no Pen is able to Vindicate thzm in this Point , it is known of all, owned by all, and can be denyed by nonez how then can neſt or 

- Juſt man ſhed any Bloodia thzir Quarrell, or lend then Aſſiſtance ? ſurely that Blood wlll be required at their hands , and we doubt not but. you will be carcfull 
what you do. | ; ( © 
And therefore from thoſe Conſiderations and Juſt Proyocations we have taken up Armes in Purſuance of, and Inquiſition after our:Government, Laws, and © 

Liberties , that every Exzliſh- nar may be ProteRted and S:cured in his Religion, Liberty , and Property ; and th ic may be ſed, that we intend to intro» © 

duce Perſecution for Conſcience.into the Land again , we doe hereby ('in the preſence of Almighty God )) Proteſt and Declare 466 all Ceercive power in matters of © 
| Religion, and thut-to the utmoſt of oar Strength (through Gods Af ) we will endeavour to the hazzard of our and Fortunes the kr als 6. 
* ProteRion of all Virtuous and Religious People , by what Name ſoever differenced from Us , equall with our Selves : And that no Forraign or other Authority fave - 
- only the Civil be Exerciſed in Ex21an1 : That the Praftiſe of the Law be-Reformed; all Corrupt-Statutes Repealed 3 Annuall Ele&ions of all Officers and © 
_ Magiſtrates, with the conſtant Succeſſion of Parliamznts reſtored ; our Fundamental Laws cleared and afferted, and whatever is thereto be aboliſkeds © 
* That no Tryals be admitted in England for Life , Limb ,”Liberty or Eſtate but by the good old way of Furies, and that they be refloed 10 iv Originell-poywer—— 
- and purity : That all Extrajudicial and Illegal proceedings by 2: iba” of Juſtice, or otherwiſe , with all Ilegall and Arbitrary Committees be ftriftly provided -- 

- againt: That the Exciſe , and all other Payments and Taxes ſuch as our Anceſtors never knew of , together with all Monopolics and Pattents deftruftive to Trade 

andthe Conan good of the Nation be allo aboliſhed : And, that our Parliaments, and Magiſtrates be ſecured from all Force and Violence z and utterly cleaged 
- fromall boundleſſe Precogative, an4 unlimited Priviledge : That the Right of the Poor in the Commons of Exgland, all Donations for Charitable Uſes, and all 

* Lands form:rly belonging to the People bereſtored again : And that Mercy and Juſtice be truly eſtabliſhed among us. And for theſe ends and what clſe may be of _ 

piblick good to th: Nation, we do d:lire, and inde:d challenge as of Englich Right ,the ſpeedy Ele&ion of a New Free Parliament. | 
- AnJ thus, mot Novle Citizens , Brethrea and fellow Frez-m2n of Exziznd , we have dealc Truly and Plainly with you , and given you the real! Grounds and 
Reaſons of oar Taking up Arm3; looking upon you as the moſt concern'd in the Nation ,- and therefore hold our ſelves the more obliged to give you this' Early 
Advice of our Can1id and Juſt Intentions in this Undertaking , that you may not beDeluded or Frighted ( though falſly ) into any firange Opinion of us, either 
through your owa miitake, or by the Pollicy of thoſe men who will leave no mzanes unattempted to render us as Publick Enemies, Rebels:and Traitors, Plunderers, 

Tycrants and Periecutors, or what ever is Odious and Monſtrous , to engage you in Blood. | : , | 

clieve us, Right worthy Citizens , and Free-borne Engliſh Brethren , we have no Deligne of Fire or yr, + Evill toward you or your City ; or any part of the - 

Nation, or any Perſon in it: We know there are thouſands amongſt you that are fatisfed in us ;It may be indeed that many or moſt of the Gathered Seperatc Churches 
wy be Fearfulll and Jcalous of us, and ſo may be induced to Arms againſt us ; but we do again and again proteſt before Almighty God , and the whole World, that 
we have no other purpoſe towards them, but that they with us, and we with them, nay be bound up as Friends and Brethren in the Common Cauſe of our Countrey, 
thrtevery Engliſh-man may have Engliſh Freedome and Right; and we doe not defire to wrong either Man , Woman or Child the worth of a Shooe-latchet : 

| Therefore we hope you will firſt well adviſe before you proceed in a new War , left you bring not only your own , but orhers Blood on your Heads (for weare refol- - 

= ved to proſecute this to the laſt drop of our Blood.) The Caſe of England is laid before you, our Laws and Liberties, they are Yours as well as Ours , and for which we © 
have all enzaged in the firt War, and not to be (o (lightly vallucd as to be (cr at State againſt the Private Ends of ſome Ambitious and Corrupt Perſons ; Salus Populi, © 
Suprema Lex ; Let the People Live, and their Enemies Periſh. * 7 
herefore we beſeech you, we conjure you as Engliſh-men, to ſtand by your Natire Countrey , and your Countreys Cauſe : Our voyceis , and it is no other than 
the Conſent and Voyce die Mople, A New Free Parliament , A New Free Parliammt ; itis the Engliſh-mans Main Birthright, which we are reſolved to put the |} 
People in poſſeiſion of, or to perith with our Swords in our hands. But if you will not joyn, but degenerate , we has notwithſtanding (by Gods Bleſſing) to carry . 
on this Work ; Yet to that af cad Glorious Work we may challenge your Concuttence , it being your Duty as well as ours to endeavour the procurement thereof  - 
And therefore to you make it qur Propolall, to your Militia , to the Army, and the whole People, for the prevention of a New War, and the effuſion of Engliſh 
Blood, that you would be inſtrumentall with us for the ſpeedy Ele&ion of a New Fre Parliament, for the ends aforclaid; and in the interim all Hoftility to be forborm _ © 
and that a day may be appointed , and the People ſuffered to goe to their free Eleions, and we ſhall quietly ſubmit to their Authority ; heartily defiring all Revenge, 

. Diviſion, Rancor, and Animoſitic of ſpirit may be for ever buried in one Generall AG of Oblivion; And that all Partics., Sc&s 3* and Sorts (now jarring, and making up 

| Intereſts one againſt another) may Reconcile, Cement, and Concenter in the common Brotherhood of Engliſh Freedome and Right; in and for which we are. . 
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Sr GEORGE BOOTH To a Freind of his in LONDON. 


hp | -}+-j{ 
MI; laſt to you of the Second Inſtant T underſtan4 you have committed to fey view , the Publication whereof was of Generall $atisfattion to your Friends bere, and for -/ 


which we all hold our ſelves obliged. I have ſent you here incloſed Au 


xpreſs from the Knights and Gentlemen engaged with me , and beg 1his farther addition t6 © 
your for ner many Favours , that you would pleaſe to take the care upon you, to get the ſameprinted and publiſhed , for the undeceiving ncalenns a you, and all other that ©” 
- are yet doubtful or unſatisfyed in us. This Meſſenger will infor me you of the preſent State 8nd Condition of Affairs with us to whom I refer you. Inhait I reſt, | vp 


Ds SIR 
Mancyeſter » 9, | 

1659» : Your moft affc&ionate Friend and Servant in 
GEORGE BOOTH, | 
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